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THE FINEST PEACHES GROWN HERE!







BACK TO OUR ROOTS
What comes to mind when you think 
of getting back to your 
roots?  Living more 
simply?  Learning more 
about your ancestors?  
How about social media?  
Yes, social media – an 
unlikely thought at first, 
but it’s a vital tool that 
we’re using at the Depart-
ment for getting back to 
the roots of agriculture in 
South Carolina.  
I’m not suggesting 
that this modern-day 
phenomenon is where 
you go to connect with 
farmers from genera-
tions ago, although I 
suspect that you could 
find interesting old 
photographs and stories 
there.  Rather, I’m talking 
about our Certified 
South Carolina Grown 
Roots campaign, which 
you might recall reading 
about in this column a 
little less than a year ago.  
We created the Roots 
campaign as a celebra-
tion of our state’s rich 
agrarian heritage through 
a new generation of 
farmers.  When we trace 
the roots of the food we 
eat, we find farmers who 
are passionate about their 
work and their communi-
ties.  We find history and 
we find innovation.  
Five new Roots videos 
are posted on our social 
media channels, and 
I hope you’ve already 
seen, liked and shared 
them.  The featured 
farmers are from differ-
ent corners of the state:  
Case Chumley of Billam-
ere Farm in Woodruff; 
Joseph Fields of Joseph 
Fields Farm in John’s 
Island; Tradd Cotter of 
Mushroom Mountain in 
Easley; Ryan Oates of 
Tyger River Smart Farm 
in Greer and Rebecca 
McArthur of McArthur 
Farms in Bennettsville. 
Each of these farmers has 
a unique perspective on 
agriculture.  
Later this month we’ll 
launch another five 
videos, spotlighting 
Eric McClam of City 
Roots in Columbia, Nat 
Bradford of the Bradford 
Watermelon Company 
in Sumter, Sam Hall of 
Bush-N-Vine in York, 
Chris Maher of Burden 
Creek Dairy in John’s 
Island, and Leland Gibson 
of Gibson Farms in 
Westminster.
Are you following 
Certified SC on social 
media?  Here are our 
handles (it took me a 
while to realize this is 
what you call the name 
of a social media channel, 
not something you hold 
on to):  On Facebook, 
we’re @CertifiedSouth-
Carolina.  On Twitter, 
we’re @Certified_SC.  
Our Instagram handle is 
@CertifiedSC.   We also 
have a specific handle for 
Fresh on the Menu – it’s 
@FreshOnTheMenu on 
Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram. 
If you’re not on social 
media, watch these 
videos on our website at 
www.certifiedscgrown.
com/farmers/.  Or, look 
for our statewide Roots 
television spots, which 
will continue to run this 
fall.
No matter how you view 
the Roots campaign, 
you’ll come away with an 
even greater appreciation 
for the farmers of our 
state.  I know I have.
It’s prime season for peaches, one of our state’s 
greatest delicacies. Kyle Tisdale, director of the 
SC Peach Council, said consumers can’t go wrong 
with South Carolina peaches. The peach industry 
grosses approximately $50 million annually and 
employs around 4,000 people in our state.
South Carolina Peach Growers are a dedicated and 
passionate group of professionals. They work hard 
year-round to provide consumers with the tasti-
est peaches. Most of the peach orchards in South 
Carolina are family owned and have been passed 
down over generations. 
Our growers and packers are the backbone of what 
makes our state’s peaches better than any other, 
Tisdale said, adding that 
production is up this 
year. “It should be easy 
to find delicious fresh 
peaches from any of 
our growers, as well as 
at our farmers’ markets 
and SC-Certified 
roadside stands.”
A B B O T T  FA R M S  • 
G A F F N E Y
For 50 years now, the 
Abbott family has been 
offering what they 
consider the finest, 
freshest, and tastiest 
peaches around. With 
five modern markets 
offering tree ripened 
peaches from mid-May 
to mid-September, 
Abbott Farms is a major 
landmark along both I-85 and I-26 in Spartanburg 
and Cherokee counties. Tasty peaches are available 
for purchase online and come in either a 12 or 20 
count gift box and are sent the same day they are 
picked from the tree!
B E LU E  FA R M S  •  B O I L I N G  S P R I N G S
Belue Farms packs and ships their biggest and 
best peaches to destinations across most of the 
United States, Monday through Wednesday during 
July, August, and September. Since 1955, Belue 
Farms has been family owned and operated. Their 
business is built upon 
honesty, dedication, 
and respect. Belue 
Farms encourages 
customers to come visit 
their operation located 
off of exit 75 on I-85 
in Spartanburg. Gift 
baskets are available to 
order by phone.
M C L E O D  FA R M S  • 
M C B E E  
“Life’s a peach” is more 
than a slogan for the 
McLeod family. The 
McLeods operate one 
of the largest peach 
orchards in the area, 
growing 22 varieties 
on 650 producing 
acres outside the small 
town of McBee. The 
orchards have been 
in the McLeod family 
since 1916. Mac’s Pride 
Brand peaches are 
picked every day. They 
are hand-graded, and 
millions are packaged and shipped to all parts of 
the U.S. and Canada.
T I TA N  FA R M S  •  R I D G E  S P R I N G
Titan Farms is one of the largest, fastest growing 
farming operations in America. The farm has 
grown to 4,000 acres of peaches, the largest on 
the east coast. Titan Farms continues to operate 
as a family farm, despite its size and scope. Their 
employees are committed to producing the highest 
quality peaches.
BIG SMILE/YONCE & SONS • JOHNSTON
Big Smile/J.W. Yonce & Sons Peaches began in 
1932 as a small peach orchard in Johnston and has 
grown to become one of the largest commercial 
operations in South Carolina, with 3,000 acres. 
They ship more than 1 million boxes annually. 
Using good old fashion Southern values combined 
with state-of-the-art technology, Big Smile prides 
itself in providing only the sweetest Southern 
peaches. Their core values have stayed the same 
over the past 70+ years. 
Continued on page 7
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FRUIT & VEGETABLE 
INSPECTION
803-737-4597
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Click on the  
State Farmers Markets button  




1st & 3rd Saturday each 
month • 10:30am
Hogs, horses, cows, 
sheep, goats, poultry & 
small animals.





Saturdays • 11 am
Special Sale
September 16 • 1 pm
Equine, cows, pigs, 
goats, sheep, camelots, 
ratties, poultry, and 
small animals.




3rd Annual Hot August Nights Catfish Event
August 25 • 7 pm
Family Catfish fishing event. Catch, measure, 
record, and release fish. Bring your own fishing 
gear and bait. Free and open to the public. Toilet-
ries donations accepted to pass on to a local shelter. 
Registration between 6:30 to 7 pm. Door prizes and 
trophies.
Anderson Civic Center Duck Pond
Anderson




Misc, livestock & small 
animals auction.




Free Financial Training for Young, Beginning 
and Small Farmers
August 17 • 9 am – 4 pm
Topics of the program include: Balance Sheets, 
Income Statements, Family Finance & Family 
Budgeting, Risk Management, Accrual Income, 
Applying for Financing, Preparing a Business Plan, 
Technology & Record Keeping, and Marketing 






FSMA Produce Safety Rule Grower Trainings
August 22 • 8:30 am – 5 pm
Coastal Research and Education Center, Charleston 
Produce growers who must meet the requirements 
of the FSMA Produce Safety Rule are invited to 
attend this Produce Safety Rule grower training 
course. The course is a way to satisfy the require-
ment that states: “At least one supervisor or 
responsible party for your farm must have success-
fully completed food safety training at least equiv-
alent to that received under standardized curricu-






August 24 • 11 am– 7:30 pm
August 25 • 7:30 am–3:00 pm
The SC Cattlemen’s Association is offering a 
two-day workshop that teaches cattle handling 
methods that improve gathering, penning, chute 
work, and hauling. Emphasis is placed on ways to 
increase cattle performance by reducing handling 
stress. Discussions show how cattlemen can 
actually shape consumer's perception of beef. The 
fee is $75, which includes all events and meals. 
Student rate is $50. 
T. Ed Garrison Arena at Clemson Univeristy
1101 W Queen St., Pendleton
Contact: Roy Copelan
803-734-9806 • stockmanshipandstewardship.org
SC Agritourism Summer Networking Meeting 
August 7 • 10 am – 2 pm 
Join SCAA for a day of education and networking! 
Lunch included! 
Bart Garrison Agricultural Museum 
120 History Lane, Pendleton
Contact: Nikki Saylors 
864-224-5441 • nsaylors@bgamsc.org
Duke’s Auction
August 11 • 8:30 am








August 8 • 9 am – 12 pm
3rd – 7th grader appropriate camp for kids to learn 
about honeybees, explore a pizza garden, taste 
honey, and understand how mushrooms help 
honeybees. Campers will design a pizza garden that 
they can implement at home. Deadline is one week 
prior. All camps are outdoors. Cost: $30.  
J & J Family Farm, LLC
1077 Wayfield Road, Clover
803-493-4020 • jstalford@comporium.net 
jandjfamilyfarm.com
eventbrite.com/e/bees-and-shrooms-tickets-44775678259
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pond stocking, 30¢-$3ea; 






good EPDs, AI sired, 20m/o 
bulls, $1500; 12m/o, $1200; 





PB BLK ANG COW
w/2nd calf by side, Sire of 
calf is Reg Blk Ang Yon/New 





PB BLK ANG BULLS




3 REG HEREFORD BULLS
14-16 m/o, drk red coat, on 











weaned, wormed, vac, on 











3 TX LONGHORN COWS
1st calves, 7 m/o, bred back, 






3 y/o, solid red, gentle, 




REG BLK ANG BULLS
Hoover Dam & Final Prod-











REG BLK ANG BULL
15m/o, fertility tested, ready 










REG BLK ANG BULLS
18 m/o, exc for heifers, calv-
ing ease, EXT & Jipsey Earl 




7 PB BFMSTER YRLNG 
BULLS











6 y/o, 2300 lbs, selling to 






$1500; Blk Ang heifer, 





1 blk, 1 red, PB, not reg, 











REG BLK ANG BULLS
15-18m/o heifer bulls, low 






PB, poll, red, $1300 firm; 





REG BLK ANG BULLS
heifers, cow/calf prs, exc 
EPD's, BSE, gentle, $1500-






bred to reg Wagyu bull, FB 






B-10/1/17, eligible for ADCA 




REG RED ANG BULLS





















NI 1R CORN PICK
GC, $1400; gravity wagon, 
GC, $1200; 4 whl hay rake, 
GC, $400; hay spear, not 




'53 FA SUPER A TRACTOR
w/orig cults, 6V alt, PTO 
lift, tires, metal EC, boom 





dsl, w/canopy, good frt/
rear tires, EC, $7000; JD 510 
baler, 5x6, wide p-up, field 





w/4r corn head & 13ft grain 





WHEEL HORSE 14 HP 
TRACTOR






grain drill, 10ft, shed kept, 





'92 MF 240 TRACTOR
46hp, remote hyd, runs god, 












8 hrs on new motor, parked 
for 7yrs, for parts; '47 FA H 
parts, machine side pulley, 





Intl Harvester, 12ft, used 











w/D160 ldr w/bucket, hay 
spear, pallet fork & I hitch, 





NH 316 SQ BALER
$3500; NH 105 bale stack 
wagon, $4000; Intl sickle 





'04 CLAAS RND BALER




'15 NH SQ BALER
$18K; '15 NH 488 cutter, 
$20K, both used little; 
Durabilt 8whl rake, JD 4whl 




CASE IH 485 TRACTOR
low hrs, GC, 3cyl dsl, 53 hp, 






8ft, $1200; 260 grain wagon, 
260 bu, $900; '49 Int H 






w/model 35 frt end ldr, 
rebuild engine, GC, $6500; 










658 NH RND BALER
Silage Special, net or twine, 
bale command monitor, 





FORD 501 SICKLE 
MOWER
$650; Pittsburgh cult frame, 






33hp, 2wd, 5ft bush hog, 5ft 




MF 1328 DIS MOWER






4x4, 4 whl steering
front, mid & rear hydrau-











'84 GMC 3500 DUMP 
TRUCK




630 NH RND BALER
Morra F-25 Disc Cutter, M 












1r planter w/seed plates, a 
planter frame that can be 




BUSH HOG 2425QT LDR
w/attachments, $2500; 
Haymaster 8 bale accumu-





pull type rake, GC, $3700; 
4- basket Vicon pull tedder, 






944 Corn Head, 1020 Plat-




'15 NH 5070 SQ BALER
w/Haymaster 8 bale accu-
mulator w/grapple, baler 






carted whl rake, lightly 






5ftx16ft body, 7:50 x20 12 










KRONE 283S DISC MOWER









'80 GMC 7000 DUMP 
TRUCK





4c Perkins dsl eng, 13





1r corn picker, VGC, shed 





w/22ft Chandler litter 
spreader, 466 DTE engi, 






32 ft w/7ft deck, 20k GVW, 





1140 hrs, 3cyl dsl, 25hp, 2 
WD, rear PTO 22hp, 5ft 





'03 CHEV 2500 HD
4x4, a/t 6
0 v8 gas, reg cab, long bed, 






'99 model, 62hp, GC, 2 










JD 4R RM CULTIVATOR
$475; 65 g sprayer, 3ph, 20ft 





GN, 12ftL, HD, SC title, 











3ph, w/support stand when 





JD 346 SQ BALER
GC, ties good knots, packs 





14 HP hydraulic lift, w/2 pcs 
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FARM LAND LISTED MUST BE SOLD BY THE ACTUAL OWNER. TRACTS 
MUST BE AT LEAST 5 ACRES UNDER CULTIVATION, TIMBER, OR 
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL, THAT ARE NOT 
LICENSED FOR COMMERCIAL SALE.
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F A R M  E Q U I P M E N T ,  C O N T I N U E D
ADS MAY NOT BE SUBMITTED BY COMMERCIAL DEALERS. FARM TRUCK ADS MUST INCLUDE A FARM VEHICLE LICENSE PLATE NUMBER.
FORD TRACTOR










‘15 JD 5075 TRACTOR






corn picker, 2rW, 12 roll bed, 





GC, $3000; AC MG, 10ft 






16ftx80in, full tailgate 





COLE PLANTER & 
DISTRIBUTOR






1ph, w/ cultivators, distribu-
tor, planters, tater plow,-




241 INTL RND BALER






GC, $9900; IH 1020 header 









56 NH HAY RAKE
$800; 850 NH hay baler, 















DEUTZ ALLIS BALER 320
rnd, VGC, string tie, field 





3ph, 2 remotes, PS, GC, 
$7500; HD 14 ft metal trl, 






w/frt end ldr, harrow, bush 





pull-type, new drapers, 
belts, reel & misc parts, 






hay cutter, $28,000; Morra 
2 basket 3ph tedder, $300; 





464 INTL DSL TRACTOR
3ph, PS, w/7½ ft seal bear-
ing disk, $4200; JD 4 whl 





‘05 JD 7920 TRACTOR
MFWD IVT active seat, 14k, 
lift fndrs, duals guidance 






bush hogging w/track skid 
steer, reclaim old pastures, 







beef cattle care giver, PT/





turn out pasture, hay loft 
w/oat bin/chute, tack/feed 

















trails through your farm, 
woods or property, Midlands 






statewide, saw logs up to 




LIME & FERT SPREAD 
SRVS
TN lime, lrg or sml acreage, 
cropland, pastures, plots, 





bush hogging, discing, cut 




















TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT 
REPAIR
repair all tractor makes & 


















construction & repairs; 
tractor & skid steer work, 




TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT 
REPAIR
engines, clutches, hydrau-






paint, pressure wash, 
mechanic & radiator work 






to cut & round bale hay, in 






catch, haul, mobile hvy 
catch pens, freeze brand, 






& bush hogging w/track 







near Wagener, mostly CB, 






mostly wooded, between 
Jackson & Island, hard top 











completely shelled, $9/lb; 
cracked & blown, $4/lb; 






tame thorn less blackberry, 





THORN LESS  
BLACKBERRIES
$8ea; blueberry plants, $9ea; 





Non GMO, organically grown, 
90 -100 days to harvest, 





rd frontage on SR 17-22, 8 






open for planting, upper 






3y/o, 2 var & sweet thorn 
less blackberries, $5ea; 
Pomegranate & Fig tree, 











Baxley Rd off of SC 210, 
wooded, P/L, MH set up, 





18A & 33A E BARNWELL CO






F, $150; wethers, $125; pigmy 





















doeling & buckling, 8 m/o, 





boer & milk goats crossed, 






















2 y/o, proven, selling to 
prevent inbreeding, born a 















3 M, 1 F, B-3/2018, UTD 
CDT & wormer, neg testing 






4 nannies, Briar & Boar, 2 
@ 5 y/o; 1 @ 18 m/o; 1 @ 13 





‘18 KATAHDIN EWE 
LAMBS
B-Jan/Feb out of Oklahoma 





REG NIGERIAN DWARF 
GOATS





5M A R K E T  B U L L E T I N
G O A T S / L L A M A S / S H E E P ,  C O N T I N U E D
H A Y  &  G R A I N
NIGERIAN DOELING
blue eyes, brown body, sire 
has long hair, dame is reg 





SPANISH PURE KOY 
RANCH






& fainting billy goat, both 






kiko savanna cross, $150 & 





wht w/blk stripe, 4 y/o, 






2M, 3 y/o, polled, $225; 1 y/o, 





baled w/o rain, sq, $5.50; 










FESCUE & MIX GRASS





















4x5 net, $40; Oat hay, $35; 
mixed grass, $30; Coastal 




'18 CHEYENNE II 
BERMUDA
exc HQ, sq, courser than 
coastal, 15+ protein, fert by 





1000 lb avg, $25 & up, 
depending on quality & 




'18 FESCUE MIX GRASS





newly sprigged, cutting for 
1st time in 3 wks, selling rnd 















4x5, net wrap, $40; sericea, 















4x5 rnd, net wrap, barn 






4x5 rnd, net wrap, barn 
stored, on pallets, clean, 





$6/sq bale, in bundles of 21; 





fescue, HQ, 4x4 rnd, net 












'17 sq, $3; '18 sq, $6; '18 4x5 
rnd, net wrap, $40, disc for 






4x5, HQ, net wrap, no rain, 
shed kept on pallets, $50ea, 











sm sq's, 21.6% P, 2.3% fat, 






4x5 rnd, shed kept, lime/





'17 & '18 CB





sq, 60 lbs +, fert & limed, 











near Wagener, mostly CB, 


















4x5 net wrap, Coastal or 
Tifton 85, fertilized & limed 










4x5, $40; Fescue, $35; all 






lrg sq's, HQ, fert & limed to 






HQ net wrap, 4x54, shed 
kept, $50; outside cow hay, 















HQ, 4x5, net wrap, no rain, 





4x5 rnd, w/o rain, net wrap, 
HQ, $35, stored outside: 



















‘18 MIXED GRASS HAY
4x5, rnd, w/o rain, wrapped 





2 qualities, $2.50 & $3.75 you 
load; rnd, several qualities, 





4x5, fert, treated for weeds, 

















$4/bu bulk or 55gal drum, 






sq, $9; Alfalfa/grass mix, 






sq, limed, sprayed, fert per 
soil sample, hvy tight bales, 











44 sq, barn kept, no rain, 





'17 & '18 CB
$30 & $45 ea, HQ, 4x5 rnd, 
net wrap, well fert, no rain, 






oats, & wheat, $40 ea, in 










#1 sq, $6; #2 sq, $5; hvy tight 
bales; $45/$55, rnd, 4x5, all 





55 gal drum, $35; '18 triticale, 






oats, in your 55gal drum, 
$40; corn, $35/drum; all 











'18 FESCUE MIX GRASS






HQ, sq, $6; rnd, $50; rye 






lrg sq, lime & fert, HQ, barn 
stored, weed controlled, 
$4.75; '17 fescue, $4ea; hay 















sq, $3.75ea; Oats, combine 
run, $40/55 gal drum; 











EQ, Tift 88, limed, fert, rnd, 

















$10; wheat, $8; both cleaned 






















H O R S E S / M U L E S / D O N K E Y S
EACH LISTING MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY A COPY OF  CURRENT NEGATIVE COGGINS TEST.
PALO MFTS
10y/o dk gold geld, 16hh, 
$2500; 16y/o mare, 15.2hh, 





16 y/o, 16 h, no buck or rear, 





21y/o, geld, 16h, good trail 
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M I S C E L L A N E O U S
P O U L T R YP L A N T S  &  F L O W E R S
ADS ARE NOT ACCEPTED FROM COMMER-
CIAL NURSERIES, WHICH ARE DEFINED AS 
HAVING ANNUAL SALES OF $5,000.
S E E D
ALL SEED ADS MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY A 
COPY OF A CURRENT SEED LAB TEST.
GARDEN TILLER
Huskee Supreme, dual 
direction tines, 18in tilling 






new, Bonney Forge L311-LE, 
for irrig, A105N stem, disc 










GENSCO FLAT PROOF 
FRONT TIRES
w/sealant, 11L16 quad rib, 
w/JD yellow rims, 16 ply, 





16ftx20ft, plastic covered 
hoop type, extra clear plas-
tic cover, buyer take down 




HVY ELEC FENCE WIRE
4 lrg rolls; 32 6ft fiberglass 
post ratchets, springs, insu-










2 CASE 1845 FORKS
1- rigid mount, 1- bucket 
mount, $525 for both; 3ph 
for M or H, twin cyl, $825; 





all have springs, brakes & 





open tops, lids, rings, $15 & 
$20ea; plastic 55gal, open 






$30/1000; bed run, $25/lb; 
LS swamp worms, $35/1000; 






3hp, 230amp, 1½ inlet & 





2- 6250 BU GRAIN BINS




5 RAINBIRD 70 CH IRRIG 
HEADS





w/edger, ac saw cab w/
CPU set works, 24ft deck, 





GENSCO FLAT PROOF 
FRONT TIRES
w/sealant, 11L16 quad rib, 
w/JD yellow rims, 16 ply, 





wood spokes, brakes, GC, 
















All hdwd, split, $40, small 





lrg, $75; corn sheller, 
mounted on box, $60; mule 






2y/o, you p-up, $55/load; 





w/2 seats, hyd brakes, fold-
ing top, blk w/red interior, 




2 REAR TRACTOR TIRES












various sizes & lengths
up to 50 ftL & 24 inW, $30/




BUTTERBEAN & PEA 
SHELLER
electric, automatic, shells 





tractor trailer load, 22 tons, 






cut to various sizes, 4-12in 





RND CEDAR FENCE POST





4ft x 4ft stack, hdwd, $50/





21ft x 7in x 9in, $200; 9ft 





2 PREFERT ALLY FRAMES







rear entry, split seat, flush 
hubs wh/s45in, more, $995; 





fit JD 512 or 300cx frt ldr, 






for Batwing 15 ft bush hog, 
$300-400; HD pipe rack, to 





95ft x 40ft, 2 exhaust fans, 
4 circulation fans, cooler, 





or topsoil, 4½ yards = 6 
ton load, $50 fill dirt; $80 






& A frames, $400; #3 farm 
bell, $250; 60 gal scalding 






3y/o, $2; Hydrangea, 
Boxwood, Tea Olive, 
Gardenia, $5; Butterfly 






& Liriope aka border grass, 





3gal, $5; Jap Maple, Magno-
lia, China Fir, Kwanson 





lrg & dwarf gardenias, holly, 
Loropetalum, ivy, yellow 






gardenia, $3ea; confederate 
rose, $6ea; boxwoods, pink 






apple, southern crab apple 
trees, $8-20, depending on 






aka liriope, hosta, 4in pot, 
$3ea; iris, daylily, gardenia, 











4-5 m/o, $25/pr; blk copper 
marans, $25/pr; guineas, 





utility type, squab produc-
ers, healthy, disease & worm 







Mille Fleur & Golden Neck 
colors avail; juv wht silkies, 





1 & 2w/o, $10ea; Guineas, 1 
& 2w/o, $5ea; Light Brahma 






beacon warehorse, spangle 






2 hens, $75ea; 3 toms, $50ea; 









































different breeds, all 1y/o, 


























white, India Blue, Blk 











diff varieties, $6-15; 14 
mallard ducks, $20ea, $16ea 






$5ea; ½ Sebastopol ½ grey 















Buff Orpingtons, laying 






8 w/o, $6 & up with each 





rooster & hens w/5 chicks, 
$25; blue slate & broad 
breasted bronze turkeys, 















& homers, $10ea; dif ducks, 
$6 & up; game chickens, $8 




FRENCH BLK COPPER 
MARANS






P-99.00%, G-92%, V-92, IM 





7M A R K E T  B U L L E T I N
W A N T  –  M I S C E L L A N E O U S
W A N T  –  L I V E S T O C K
EACH AD MUST LIST A SPECIFIC ANIMAL 
WANTED BY AN INDIVIDUAL.
W A N T  –  F A R M  E Q U I P M E N TR A B B I T S
RABBITS
Angora, Belgian hare, Chin-
chilla, Flemish giant, French 
















8-10ft, in GC; also 4x5 hay 























DENNISON HYD PTO 
DRIVE PUMP

























JD 520 FRT END LDR















STANDS OF LONG LEAF 
PINE
for raking, we pay top 

















old lighting rod w/balls, 
syrup kettles, lrg sawmill 






cracked or good; wash pots, 






or farm equipment, will 




D I X I E  B E L L E  •  WA R D 
Dixie Belle is a fourth-generation farm that 
stretches over the counties of Aiken, Edgefield and 
Saluda. The area is known as “The Ridge” and it is 
known for peaches. For two years straight, Dixie 
Belle landed on the Stone Fruit Growers’ national 
Top 20. Dixie Belle ships more than 30 varieties of 
peaches throughout the United States and Canada 
and packs a half-million pounds of peaches a day.
WAT S O N I A  FA R M S  •  M O N E T TA 
Jerrold A. Watson & Sons, using the brand name 
Watsonia, has been operating for four generations 
from 1918 to the present. Watsonia prides itself in 
being the forerunner in the industry, using cutting-
edge agricultural practices and farming organically. 
Peaches remain Watsonia’s main crop, with more 
than 900 acres currently in production. Currently, 
organic yellow and white peaches are grown, along 
with many other types of organic produce.
C H A P P E L L  FA R M   •  B A R N W E L L
The Chappell family is a fifth generation peach 
grower in Kline. The very first orchard was planted 
in 1927 and today, the farm has grown into an 
operation that handles hundreds of acres of 
peaches. Chappell Farms’ peaches are packed in 
boxes and sold from the packing house, whole-
sale or retail, and shipped to locations in the US 
and Canada. Approximately 15 different variet-
ies, including cling, semi-free and freestone, are 
distributed under the brand of "Pat's Pride.” 





C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1 
National Farmers Market Week is Aug. 5-11, when local markets can show the nation how much value 
markets bring to their communities. Visit one of our farmers’ markets to pick up the freshest and best 
tasting produce available anywhere. Pictured below are scenes from the Pee Dee State Farmers Market.
NATIONAL FARMERS MARKET WEEK
On July 21, the 15th annual Commissioner’s School 
for Agriculture kicked off in Clemson. The 38 
students from South Carolina, North Carolina, and 
Georgia took part. Activities included the Clemson 
Outdoor Lab, visiting various agricultural opera-
tions including Amick Farms, Titan Farms, and 
Log Creek Timber, and learning more about their 











8 South Carolina Department of Agriculture
AG JOBS AVAILABLE FOR PEANUT, SOYBEAN GRADING
Farming is never-ending, and folks at the SC Department of Agriculture are 
already thinking about harvesting. A number of jobs are posted now that will 
be available for peanut and soybean inspectors this fall.
With peanuts planted on 100,000 acres, and 12 inspection stations through-
out the state, the department will be hiring about 120 people in the next few 
weeks. “These are seasonal jobs we’re trying to fill,” said Jack Dantzler, head 
of grading and inspection for the SCDA. “The peanut grading jobs start after 
Labor Day and could run until December.”
“We are third party, non-biased inspectors,” he explained. “When peanuts 
come into buying points, we inspect them. Our grade determines what the 
farmer will be paid.” The required training consists of classroom and hands-on 
sessions. Peanut inspectors are needed at 12 buying points throughout the 
state. They have to be licensed, and the training will be offered at different 
locations.
Dantzler explained that recruitment can be challenging because of the 
seasonal nature of the job. The workers will put in a lot of hours, includ-
ing weekends. Peak harvesting season will be intense, he said, with a lot of 
overtime.
Inspection points run from Allendale to Mullins, and all along the I-95 corri-
dor. For an overview of the peanut inspection job, a short video is available at 
youtube.com/watch?v=DfzmnJSCm88. For more information on any of the jobs, call Jack Dantzler at 803-737-4597.  
To fill out an application, visit agriculture.sc.gov.
SCDA also needs to fill four positions for soybean graders, who will located 
near the new inland port in Dillon. That licensing process takes longer—up to 
two months. The department graded 5,500 containers of soybeans last year, 
and there will probably be an additional 3,000 containers this year. The state 
has several new applicants soliciting SCDA services in the Dillon area.
In addition to the licensed soybean inspectors, about 20 other jobs will be 
available. “We need assistants for sampling and probing, moisture checking, 
breaking down samples and tracking them from the truck and back into 
containers, every step of the way,” Dantzler explained.
While the assistants have to licensed also, that training is less intense and can 
be done in a week. The soybean jobs are in the Dillon, Latta and Hamer area.
Several applicants want to export soybeans and other grains, and the new 
inland port will make that easier. “The grain business is growing by leaps and 
bounds,” Dantzler continued. “Several companies want to export beans. They 
buy the grain, and we grade it before it’s loaded in containers. Then it’s sent by 
rail to Charleston, where it’s put on ships.”
Soybean harvest begins around October, and the grading process will run until 
March or April of next year. “We need to get people in place for soybeans,” 
Dantzler said. 
Checking loads is one of the tasks assigned to grain inspectors. Samples must be handled carefully to ensure accuracy. Soybeans are graded according to size and quality. 
INGREDIENTS
• 4 ripe firm SC peaches, peeled and chopped
• 1 cup chopped green onions
• ½ teaspoon crushed red pepper flakes
• ½ teaspoon salt
• ¼ teaspoon white pepper
• 2 tablespoons chopped fresh cilantro
• 2 tablespoons lime juice
• ¼ cup finely chopped yellow bell pepper
• ¼ cup finely chopped orange bell pepper
CLEMSON – Coming off a record year for cotton, South Carolina cotton 
farmers can expect an even greater year in 2018.
Nathan Smith, Clemson Extension economist and professor at the Clemson 
Sandhill Research and Education Center, said estimates for South Carolina 
cotton planted stand at 260,000 acres.
“This is 10,000 more acres than in 2017,” Smith said. An increase of 900,000 
acres is reported for the entire United States. A total of 12.6 million acres 
for the United States was reported in 2017 and 13.5 million acres have been 
reported for 2018.
Smith said he believes the actual number of cotton acres planted in South 
Carolina will be more than 260,000 acres.
“I believe acreage is closer to the March intentions of 285,000 acres,” Smith 
said. “We had a lot of rain during planting and it’s possible that grower surveys 
reflected fewer acres planted than expected by the first week of June for South 
Carolina.”
The South Carolina cotton acreage keeps increasing. Mike Jones, Clemson 
cotton specialist housed at the Pee Dee Research and Education Center, said 
a total of 250,000 acres of cotton were planted in South Carolina in 2017, up 
from 190,000 acres of cotton planted the year before. Better prices for cotton 
is the main reason for the increase.
“We had low cotton prices in 2014 and 2015,” Smith said. “Also, prices for corn, 
peanuts and soybeans have fallen some which combined with the cotton price 
improvement makes cotton more competitive with the other spring planted 
row crops. A good yield last year helps optimism too.”
Cotton harvest begins in late September.





In a chilled non-metal 
bowl, gently stir 
together all ingredients 
and cover. Refrigerate 
for 90 minutes before 
serving.
AU G U S T  I S  N AT I O N A L  P E A C H  M O N T H!
S T O R Y  B Y  M A R S H A  H E W I T T
Photos by Debra Loften
